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reference for all MIDI devices.
The following information
applies to a MIDI device or

pair of devices connected to a
computer with the MIDI

interface standard selected by
the computer's operating

system (Windows is the most
common). If you are working
with an Apple Macintosh or a

Macintosh-like system, refer to
Macintosh Digital Interface
Guide available from Apple

Computer, Inc. Data Flow It is
not the MIDI implementation
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that determines how data flows
through a MIDI interface, but

rather the system
(computer/MIDI interface)

chosen by the user to receive
the data. In other words, it is
not the MIDI interface that

determines how MIDI
information is processed, it is
the system (computer/MIDI

interface). The MIDI
specification defines the

software interface between a
MIDI device and the computer

or operating system. It does
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not establish the hardware
specifications that any

particular MIDI hardware
system uses to communicate

with the computer or operating
system. In general, the MIDI
specification describes the

steps that occur in the
following typical MIDI

sequence: 1) The initiator
(computer or operating

system) determines that a
MIDI event should be

processed or that a MIDI event
should be ignored. It selects a
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MIDI device to send the data
to and sends the data to the

selected MIDI device. 2) The
MIDI device processes the
data and generates an event

that is forwarded back to the
computer or operating system.
3) The computer or operating

system receives the MIDI
event and processes it

according to its operating
system or computer-specific
MIDI system settings. 4) It

sends the resulting MIDI event
to the next MIDI device
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selected by the computer or
operating system. MIDI events
are described in this chapter of
the MIDI specifications. These
events are all 16 byte packets.

A list of standard events
defined in the MIDI

specification are included in
the appendix to this chapter.

The remainder of this chapter
describes events, event data

types, event data format, and
the processing of MIDI events
in the computer or operating
system. Standards The MIDI
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specification is available from
the MIDI Manufacturers

Association. The specifications
are 3da54e8ca3
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